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A cleer Diſerry- of the Dangerous 


Snares, wherewath the Practicers of Law endeavour | 
ro entangle Your Hehreſs, and to make you the- Parrcn of - 
their Injuftlice, and Oppreflion, and ſoto lead you ns the 


blinde Ship-meney Judges led the late blinde Ring _ 
in:o a Ditch; Which God forbid, | : 


Too ETHER, 


With ſome ſeaſonable preparatives to remedy this great 
evill : For the glory of Go'b , Your Highneſſes Honour, 
and the Peace and Welfare of theſe Nations: : 


All Gods People both Miniſters of the Goſ] ial, and d Mem: 


bers of the Army , and others ; ſpecially in and $A che Cities 
of Londoy, and Weſtminſter, are carneſily deſired ( as they 
will anſwer ic at the greac day of Avon) to ſpeak words 
in ſeaſon, and otherwiſe uſe their beli endeayours to. 
irengthen the bands of Your Highneſs and 
Courcel in carrying on the Work of 
the Lord againſt the oth 


LONDON. 
Printed for Jeffery Corbet, Febr, 20, 
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May it pleaſe your Highneſſe, 
SIHgzs, He Spiric ſaith; Do juſtly, love mercy, looſe the bands 
D S of wickedneſs,undoe the heavy burthens,lecthe oppreſ- 
J YO fed go free,and break eyery yoke, And,Ler judgment 

©Z *ESqg un down as waters, and righteouſnels as a mighty 
DXA [ircam, And,Exccute ye judgment, and rigareeulnels, 
and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hands of their oppreſſors. And, To 
do juſtice and judgment, is more 2cceptable to the Lord then ſacrifice, 
And, Juftice exalks a Nation, and the work of Juftice ſhajtbe Peace : 
At1ic. 6.8. Ifa.58.6, Amos 24. [erem.22.3, Prov,14. 3 4+ T[a. 
32.17. And, Any Cauſe for Debt,or other Civii difterence, may be 
ſpeedily heard,and-determincd in weekly Counts of Equity in the ſeves 
ra] Counties,and coſt the people little or nothing, according to the pra. 
iſe in the Court of Requeſts, London, which fits twice a weekin 
Guild-Hall, by: vertue of 3 good Law madein the 34, year of Kine + 
James andthe 15th.chapter; and according to the Inte practiſe in eve- 
ry County in. [re/and, whete the Juſtizes of Peace did by Comiſtion 
hear,and determine thouſands of Cauſes, and put the people tolittle or 
no charge ; the Defendant being watned to appear by (tri Summons, 
without ahy charoeavle, diſgraceful, cr yexatious Arcelis-or impriſon: - 
ment, and both parties having liberty to plead their own Caules. But 
the praQtiſers of Law turn Juſtice and Judgment into Gall and Wornr 
woor, and extott vaſt treaſures.from the people, by delay.and obſhu; 
Aion of juſtice, Andiit is moſt-clear, Thar the various forts of Writ 
Sheriffs fees, Bailiffs ſces, Bail fees, Attorneys fees, Solicitors fees Pro- 
thonoraries fees, Secondaries fees, Regiſters fees, Clerks fees, Lawyer 
fees, Gaolers fees, with mujtitude of fuch like, arc meetly chargeable 
impertinent, and yexatious inyentionst delay juſtice, and diſhonou 
God, and pick the peoples pockets : Ard thoſe proceedings d'fter n 
more from abſolute Robbery, then Hypoctifie doth from open Pre 
phaneſs; for Theeyes take mets money by ſeyeral wayes of ſcaling 
and the praQtiſers of Law by exaQing their wages of unrighteouſneſs 
And that which is worſt of all, they endeayour to make your Highne 
the Patron af-all their fraudulent devices,as the Ordinance for altcrat 
oh of Names,atd Forms doth witneſs, — 
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The Lawyers Lookinge Glaſs, 

\ 9, TheSpiritfaith, He that Ropperh his ears ar the cry of che pooy, 
he ſhall ery, and ſhall nor be heard, And, Wo unto them that dectee 
untighteous Decrees, to turn afide the Needy from Judgment,and take 
away the Right fromthe poor of my people, that Widdows may be 
their prey,and chat they may robthe Fatherleſs. And, As a roatibg Li- 
on,and 2 raging Bear,ſo is a wicked Ruler over the poor people : Pro. 
21,13. Iſa. 10. 1,2, Prov. 28, 15. Ard the practifers of Law have 
the cryes of your poor oppreſted people continually it their ears, yer 
are they like the deaf Adder, and commonly make a prey of the Wid- 
dow and Fatherlefs 3 and many Cauſes have depended in the Courts at 
Weſtminſter, ſome 10. ſome 20. yeares, ſome more, ſome le(s, by the 
Lawyers purpoſed delays of juſtice, tor cheir own liniſter ends, to the 
| utter undoing of the oppreſled people, Moreover, the multitude of ut- 
rioh:eous Decrees, Judgments, Orders, Rules,and other proceedingsup- 
on Record in the Courts at Weliminkter, will clearly demonſtrate, That 
the praQtiters of Law ate in combination to obſtcuR Juſtice, and op- 
preſs the opprefied wich cunning pretences of Law and Equity; and that 


above 200001. a year charge, in maitcaining them to belike Lions,and 
Bears, :orend and tear your poor people it pieces, 

/ 3. The Spirit faith, Hatred, variance,wrath,and firifeare damtuble 
fins + and, The loye of money is the root of allevil t and, The getting 
of treaſure with a lying tongue, is a vaiity tofled to an4 fro of them that 
ſeek death + and, Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord 3 and, He 
that telleth lies ſhall noc carry in my fight - Ga/.5,20, I Tim, 6.10, 
Prov.11.6, Prev.12422. Pſfal.i01,7. Neverthelcſs,the pratifers of 
Law, for love of money, do encourage the people co perſevere inthe 
damnable fins of hatred, variance,wrath,and firife ; and they are accu- 
ſtomed to tols lies to and fro for filthy lucre fake, and to call good evil 
and cyil good ; and their cuftome in telling lies, ſpeaks them in no ca« 
pacity to tatty in your ſteht * But they ought rather to be an abormina- 
tion to your Highneſs, as they are tothe Holy One of Ifrael. 

4- The Spiric ſaich, Thou ſhalt provide our of all the people,able 
wen,fuch as fear God, men of truth, hating coyetouſneſs, and let them 
Judge the people at all ſeaſons: and, Judzes,and Officers ſhalt thou 
makethee, and they ſhall judge the people with righteous Judgment, 
and {hall take noreward : and, The robbery of the wicked (hall de- 

[troy them, for they refuſe to do judgment 4 and, Can the &:hiopian 

' Gangehis skin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? then may yeealſo do well 

that alc accuſtomed to do evi), Exod, I8:24,2 2, Dent.16,18,19.Pro. 
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Councels,and ar laſt confounded them.z eyen o, the praQtiſers of Law ; 


The Lawyers Looking Glaſs, 

21.7. [ey.x3.23, And the foregoing particulars intimate,that the S 
rit levels at iuch perſons, as Judges, and other praCtiſers of Law, we 
the no:ion of wicked, refuſirs to do judgment 3 and, tha their various 
ſorts of Fees, and ether Law charges, are Robbery in the Spiri's ac- 
cont z and, that through their cuftome in ſuch Robbery.and refuftng io 
do judgment, they arc in no capaciiy to do good, much lels are chey « C1- 
Pable of being Judgec,or other publick Officers. 

5, Ihc Spirit laih, One Achan brought the fierce wrath of the 
Lord upon liracl : and ,One Haman bad well nigh confounded 4þ4- 


fſuerns and his 127 Provinces 2 and, Gcd abhers ſolemn Faſts, and 


other tranſaRtions, and counts them but tyching Mint 2nd Curminin, 
where judgment and rightecuſneſs is negleRed 4 and, Beczule fenterce 
upon an evil woik is nor executed ſpeedily, therefore the hears of the 
fons of men arc fully ſer in them to doevil, Toſe7.19. Efb.3 8.9. //a. 
1.11,t0 18. Amos 5.21, HMat,23.23, Luke 11:43. Eccleſ.8.31. And 
wolull experience witneſleth, that he praQuiers of Law haye from age 
to age been the Achans, and Hamars of this Land, and confounded 
the Powers who are fallen before your Aighneſs ; and now endeayour 
to ſurprize and induce you, to uſe that Power to obſtruct, which God 
harh given you to expedite, Juſtice 2 and becauſe they go unqueſtioned 
hd unpuniſhed, therefore cheir heat!s are fully ſer in them to do evil, 
Upon which account, they-iurprized your Hiehneſs and Counce], dus 
ring your multiplicity of other publick affairs; "fo 23 toadmit of no Ex- 
ception peainſt any man that was eleRted for the laſt Parliament ; they 
knowirs. well,that their incapacity of b:ing Mcmbers would otherwiſe 
have been laid open, in regard yeur Hiohnefy S$Tiohteous Principles, ex. 
preſſed in ghe Inſtrument, declare, Fhat rone but men fearing (50d,and 
of good converſation, ſhould be Members of. Parliament; and their 
conflant praiſe in delayivg and obft: ung juſice, ard tuning it to 
oall and wortnwood, and making a prey of Ne widdows and father- 
leſs, ard tending and cearing the 200T people in pieces, and tolhing lies 
O and fro out of meer covzrouſneſs, which 1$ Idolary, a and the Ike, do 
witneſs, That they are ſo far from ſeating God, that they catt bis com- - 
nn behind their backs, and lay by their ations, Who is the Lord 
that we (hould obey him ? And that whichis workt of all, As the Ship- 
money Judges,and other Lawyers,and their complices, were the grand 
Incendiaries of the late bloudy Wars, and confounded the late King, 
ſome going away with him, and others ſtaying inthe long Parkomens 


ro play the Kings Game, whereby they poyſoned that "Parliaments 
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The Lawyers Looking Glaſs, 
and their complices made parties to confound your H ohneſs 10 the laſt 
Pariiamen:t: And thoſe praftiſers of Law that pretended molt co be 
your fri-nds,fate 5 moneths,and made not one good Law to cauſe Ju - 
(tice ard Jodgment to 1un down like 2 mighty (rear. ro reconcile this 
divided and diſcontented people, and corfi:m your Highnels's efta- 
biiſhment in riehteouſneſs, | 

6. The Spitic ſaich, Money anſweieth all things : and, Our bleſ, 
ſed Saviour Wrougnt a miracle tor watt. ot money, to pay Itibute to 
the Supream Magilirate : and, Souldiers be content with your wages, 
Eccl:ſ.10.19. Mat 17.27, L ake 3.14 Nevertheleſs, ihe pra Etiſets: 
of Lzaw,and thei: complices(to diſcontent yourSouldiers, and keep your 
Highneſs in want of money,and open the mouths of publick/aith pers 
{ons,1nd others co exclaim aguinſt you) have many moneths obſtruc, 
ed a Commicſhon tor Diicoveries, whereby above 200c00/, miohe 
bavye been brovght into your Highneſs's Treaſury beore this time, withe 
out the leaſt trouble to. your Highneſs or Ceuncel, And thouch a fut- 
ficiene Commifton was drawn up many weeks (lince,with great deli» 
beration,znd good advice z yet that Commiſſion is obſtructed in ſome 
Lawyers hands to this day, Mean while,contrivances hays b:en had to 
con'er that power upon Lawyers, whochave not time to do the wotk, 
or others who haye no will to the work, or upon ſo few, as no good 
can be expeRted from them 5 when as anany perſons, whoſe names are 
related in the Reaſons following, are ready co leryc your Highnels gra» 
tze,ra:her then this good work [hould fail, Moreover, the delay alteady. 
hah loft your Highneſs aboye 100000 {by the ceath of Concealers,or 
Diſcoverers,or Witneſſes ; and many hundred thouland pourds more 
1s in danger to be loſt 5 and hundreds of people, who have debts juſtly. 
duefrom che Commonweajch by Publick. faith,and ocher wiſe,are ſore 
of them gone already, and others ready to go with ſorrow to their 
Graves, through want of fatisfation, to the great diſhonour of God, 
and your H:ghneſs, and the Commonweakh., 

7. The Spirit ſaith, Take all oppo:tunines for doine good And; Ab- 
(tain from all appearance of evil, And, Have nofellowſhip with the 
uniruicfa] works of darkneſ*, And with hold not good from them to: 
whom i: is due , when itis in the power of thy hand to do ir, And, 
Woe to that man by whom the offence cometh. Ard, Negle& wo: 
ſtrengthen the- hands ofthe poor and needy , was one of the fins of So. 
com, which cried to heayet.for vengeance : Gal. 6.10; Heb.13.16. 
t Theſe 5. 22, Prov, 3, 27. Matth. 18. 7. Ewtk, 16, 49, Genld: 
20, But the-praGticers of Law, do commonly juſtific the wicked, and 
condemn. 
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The Lawyers Looking-Glafy, 


colidemi: the ingecent, both Which are an abomination to the Lord, 


Yea, they take all opportunities to juſtifie the wicked for areward,and 
txke away the righteouſneſs of the righteous from him, And that which 
is wotlt of all,they take adyantage from the multiplicity of your High» 
nefles Publike affairs, and furprize, and induce your Highneſs to with» 
hold good from your oppreſl:d people, in negleRing to ſtrengthen 
their hands, by appointing Cemmiſſioners to deliyer them from their 
oppreffors. And thus a greac offence cometh by the praRticers of Law, 
and chey wilfully incur that dreadful woe, to upheld their gainiul trade 
of fin. For many perſons are ready and willing to (it daily , and ſerve 
your Highnels and their Councrey gratze, tO hear and rearels the com- 
plains of oppreſſed peoplegagaint whom Juſtice hath been ob{iructed 


inthe Courts of Common Law , and Equity , and other places. Bur 


the praRticers of Law, knowing well that ſuch Commiſſioners wouid 
{o0n lay open their myſtery of Iniquity, deſignedly ſay, your Eiighnels 
mult not exerciſe the Legflative power, Notwithſtanding they know, 
Thac the ſafety ofthe people is the ſupream Law ; And'that, Neceſficy 
brings 2 priviledge with ir, And that your Highneſs hath bound ycur 
ſelf by Oath, to cauſe Juſtice, and Law co be equally adminifired, And 
to make Lawes and Ordinances for the Peace and welfare of the Peo- 
ple, until order ſhall be taken in Patliamenc concerning the ſame , as 
by che 3o. Arricle in the Inſtrument appears. And this cleerly inti-. 
mates , Thac where Parliaments, and inferiour Magiſtrates fail, your 
Highneſs ſtands bound by your Oath co ſupply z and the Jaſi Parlia- 
ment met, and made hoc one ovod Law for the Peace,and wellare of 
- ->as ; whexeby i is apparently a dary (lill incumbent upon your 
1:ghneſs. 
May it therefore pleaſe your Highneſs , ro Commiſſicnare all the 
Field Officers and Caprains of your Army, to be Juſtices of Peace in 
every County where they are ordered to quarter, and co empower 
them, and the reſi of che Juſtices, ro keep weekly Courts of Equicy in 
the moſt convenient place in every County ; to hear and determine all 
civil differences , according to Equity,and good Conſcience, And to 
call co their affiitance one or two of the ablett Lawyers near them , for 
advice in difficult caſes, Pleaſe likewiſe to grant theforeſaid Commil- 
fion for diſcoveries. and ſeriouſly conſider the reaſons following , in 
order thereunto, Pleaſe furcher to empower ſome perſons of integrity, 
to hear and redreſs all obſiruQtions of Juſtice, And by fo doing, Gecd 
will be greatly glorified, your Highneſs highly hanoured, and acquit- 
ted from much trouble and clamour; and the opprefied will be ſer ne, 
; 2N 
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and yaſt Treafures brought into your Exchequer : Befides, the com= 
plainings in our fireets would ceaſe,and your Government be ſweerned 
with a of Juſtice and Mercy, In order whereunto, I humbly be- 
ſeech your Highneſs to recolle& , and eriouſly lay to heart, the vari= 
ous ccols Proyidences you have mer withall fince you was ProteRor : 
That your forces fled and fell before a ſhadow 3 And that not ohely 
your open enemies have conſpired under Oath of ſecrehie to. defiroy 
you, bu: choſe who were your faichful friends all along the Wars, have 
been, and are ſtill at variance with you, And that, The Spirit faith, 
when a mans ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh eyen his Enemies to be 
at peace with him, And, When the Holt goeth forth,then keep thee from 
every evill work. And, Haye no fellow ſhip with the unfruitful works 
of darkneſs. I humbly beſeech your Highneſs further ro conſider, That 
holy Meſes did not Jeave a hoot in botidage; and holy /oſhna brought 
chan to publike juſtice the ſame day he was diſcovered. And, Holy 
Jeb ſearched out- the Cauſe he knew not, And, Holy David made 
haſte, and delayed not to Keep Gods Commandements, And , That 
Sar loft his Kingdome,and the Jate King his,by delaying ſuch obedi- 
ence. And that, He that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, Andihar, The 
Scribes and Phariſees faid, but did not, And that, Your Highneſs de- 
clared in April 1653. Thatno oppreſſion or wrong ſhould be done 
the people 2 And that , If you ſhould do the leaſt diſhonour to the 
name of God, it would be your confuſion, anda (iain to the whole 
prote fhon.of Godlineſs, Andlaftly,l humbly beſeech your Hiohneſs- 
to conſider ;5 That your breath is in your nefthrils , and that you have 
mary talems to improye, and that this:night your ſoul may be taken 
from you, and that you muſt appear before Chriſts tribunal to gi7e an | 
Account of your Stewardfhip. And, that all your Honours and eartch- 
}y enjoyments are but vanity, and will be bitterneſs in the end.,; yoleſs 
God give you wiſedome from aboye , fo let:your light ſhine that men 
may glorifie God on fight of your good works of judgement and righs. 
:eouſneſs, Now the Lord make you wiſe unto talvation , and guide. 
your {pitit to redeem the time, and not to know.a wicked pe ſon,nor 
{utter any worker of deceipt to dwell in your Houſe, nor a Liartoicar« 
ry in your fight, In purſuance whereof, your Highneſs ſhall not wanr- 
the daily prayers, and conſtant endeayours of Ces 


Your Highneſſes ſaithful Servant, 
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ES Reaſons 


Reaſons moving that jour Highneſs would edjoins TN men at the 
leaſt, who areof known conrage , fearing god and hating Cover 
tconſreſs 3 robe Commiſioners in the intended Commiſion for 
D.ſcoveries of concealed Eſtates. 


E the Subſerib:rs, do hereby engage to produce , and profe- 
cute ſuch dilcoyeries, 38 will b: ing In adove {xty thouſand 
pounds no the publike crea fury within {1x moneths upon thea Ppoint- 
men: of ſuch Commiſſioners, | 

2 The Commonwealth hath already Joſt above 100-00. |, by the 
death of Concealers, or Diſcoverers, or Witneffes, as Collonel Copley, 
and o:hers can give #n account ; and thete is great danger that much 
' more will be loft, unleſs ſuch a number of Commiſſioners be as y 
empoweted, for prevention of that great miſchief, 
Your Highneſs js in great want of money for managiag o yOUL 
Publice Aﬀairs,ard many of your faithful friends are ready | tO periſh 
for wart of their juſt debts from the Commonwealth : and there is no 
berter way to ſupply Dot h,then by bringing | in the vali Treaſures ho are 
concealed, 

4. Twelve fuch Commiſh oners may divide themſelves: and vs 
three or tour Courts a day , and (6 diſpa'ch more buſineſs in three mo- 
neths, then a fingle Court can do ina whole year, 

5 The delatory proceedings which muſt needs be ih a fingle Court, 
upon the mulci-ude of Diſcoveries ready ro be mide, will oive the Des 
licnquents an opportunity to make friends and par ries to obſtruRt Ju- 
ſlice as formerly, by bribery, 8c, as Captain Caſtle and others can 
oiye an accompr, and allo 

Yoar Hig hneſſes moit humble and faithful Sn 
x 1. Jan.  JnurerRyY CORBET, 
1655: EDwaRD PiTT. 
| We humbly conceive, That Col. /obn 44:1, 
Major Beak , Licut. Col, [ohn Fenton, Vajor 
George Withers, Capi, Edw.Worgergand Samnel 
Richardſon, are perſons ficly qualified : And 
therefore pray that they may be joyned-in the. 
Commiſſion intended for the foreſaid Diicoyeries, 


The foregoing Reaſons were preſented to a Alember 
of the Comneel, the dey above mentioned ; as a ſea- 


ſonable New years gnife, for your H; rhueſs and 
Conncel. 
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